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EDITORIALS
At the recent meeting of the For-

eign Board the Corresponding Sec-
retary spoke of the remarkable op-
portunities which were opening up in

China, and the changing attitude of

the Chinese toward the missionaries
and their message. The fact, also,

was emphasized that the church was
hardly aware of these things, and
should be informed of them, and
aroused by them.

Mr. Joseph Steele spoke with em-
phasis, also, to the same effect, and
suggested that the Board send Rev.
R. A. Blair over the Church for six

months to acquaint the Church with
these facts, and awaken an interest

in mission work in general, and in

China especially; and offered to bear
personally the salary expense for six

months if this were done. The Board
accepted this offer and Mr. Blair

(who was not at the meeting) was
appointed the Board’s Special Mes-
senger to do this work. It is hoped
that Mr. Blair will see his way clear

to accept this appointment.

The Recording Secretary of the

Board of Foreign Missions was in-

structed to publish in Olive Trees and
Christian Nation the following action

taken at meeting, January 9, 1917

:

“Mr. Joseph M. Steele, Treasurer,

suggested that the Board send Rev.

R. A. Blair over the Church for six

months to stir up an interest in mis-

sions in general, and especially in

China, and offered to bear person-

ally the salary expense for the six

months.”
“Because of the great opening in

China, and growing enthusiasm for

the work the Board accepted Mr.
Steele’s offer, and Mr. Blair was ap-

pointed as the Board’s Special Mes-
senger to awaken the Church to a

deeper interest in the enlargement of

the work in China.”
F. M. Foster,

Recording Secretary.

New York, January 9.

We expect the continuation of Mr.

Slater’s article in the March number.
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Mr. Blair’s decision to accept the
Board’s appointment has just been
received as we go to press. He has
already spent some time among the
students of the college and seminary,
addressing them publicly and inter-

viewing them personally. He reports
a spiritual quickening among the stu-

dents of both institutions and an en-

couraging number of young people
offering themselves for the work of

foreign missions. Mr. Blair has de-

cided to spend the month of February
about Pittsburgh and Beaver Falls in

the prosecution of this special work
of the Board. He asks for the earnest
prayers of the Church that God may
use him and the choice young men and
women for the fulfillment of His own
gracious will.

NEW OPENINGS IN ASIA MINOR
Rev. Robert Stapleton sailed from

America on November 9 to resume his

work at Erzroom, which is now, with
four other stations of the American
Board in Eastern Turkey, under the

Russian flag. As practically the entire

Armenian population of Erzroom has
been wiped out, Mr. Stapleton expects

to work for the Russians and Turks.
There are about 20,000 of the latter

in the city and in great need for food

and clothing. These peasant Turks
have been friendly all along, most of

them deprecating the brutality of their

government toward their Armenian
neighbors, and now they are so ten-

der-hearted toward our missionaries

that it should be possible to reach

many of them with the Gospel. Pres-

ident White, of Marsovan, also reports

that fully 80 per cent, of the Turks of

Anatolia are kindly disposed and
deeply regret the Armenian atrocities.

The bearing of this fact upon the fu-

ture of the work in Turkey is highly

significant. If the war should result

in taking up work for the Moslems,
it will be a return to the original pur-

pose of the missionaries when they

went out to Turkey in 1819. The
doors of opportunity are now swing-

ing in that direction.

—

Missionary Re-

view of the World.

A CALL FOR WORKERS
The following workers are needed in

the year 1917

:

Clergymen.
There is immediate need for four

ordained men for China—two in Tak
Hing district and two in Lo Ting dis-
trict

; and one ordained man for
Cyprus.
Physicians.
A man to extend the work in Tak

Hing and a man for itinerant medical
and evangelical work in contiguous
territory. A woman for itinerant
medical and evangelistic work in the
same province. A trained nurse
(woman) is needed for the hospital in
Tak Hing.
Educational Work.
A trained teacher (man) for boys’

school in Lo Ting. A trained teacher
(woman) for girls’ or woman’s school
in the Tak Hing district. A teacher
(man) for boys’ school in Tak Hing.
Evangelistic Work.
Two young women for Bible work

among women—one in the Lo Ting,
the other in the Tak Hing district.

Within the next three years the
Board expects to require additional
workers in all the above departments
in each field; and as soon as the war
is over an additional physician (man)

,

a teacher (woman), and a nurse
(woman) in Latakia, Syria; a nurse
(woman) and a teacher (woman) and
a short term teacher (man) in- Eng-
lish Boys’ school in Mersine, Asia
Minor; and a short term teacher
(man) in English School for Boys in

Cyprus.

THE SUPREME PLAN
President Woodrow Wilson.
The single supreme plan of peace

is the revelation of our Lord and Sav-
iour, Jesus Christ, because wars will

never have any ending until men cease

to hate one another, cease to be jeal-

ous of one another, get that feeling of

reality in the brotherhood of mankind
which is the only bond that can make
us think justly of one another and act

righteously before God Himself.
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ONE COVENANTER CONGREGATION

IN IRELAND

HAS 25 YOUNG MEN IN THE WAR

Could the Covenanter Congregations in

America each send ONE young MAN or

WOMAN to fight the

Battle of the Lord in

the Foreign Fields ?

We have 113 Congregations in our

Church.

We have 33 soldiers at present on the

Field.
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PROPORTION
By William Merrell Vories.

(The people of the United States in

1907 spent $60,000,000 for lace; they
contributed, through all denomina-
tions, less than $7,000,000 to mis-
sions) .

Eleven cents for missions and a
dollar bill for lace

Is an index of proportion; shows
our zeal to save the Race

!

Said the Lord to his disciples : “Bring
an offering today

For the famine-stricken peoples who
are suffering far away.”

And his sleek, well-fed disciples,

looking up into his face,

Made reply: “We’d like to do it, hut
we’ve spent so much for lace!”

Said the Lord: “Seek first my King-
dom to establish among men;

Teach the dead in sin and evil they
may rise through me again.”

So they gave their extra coppers,
and they sent a man of grace

To conduct a penny mission—hut
the dollars went for lace.

Said the Lord: “A tiny army mighty
things for God hath done

;

But he calls for tenfold measures that
the billions may be won.”

But they answered: “Lord, have pa-

tience; we can’t hope to win the

Race;
Leave some work for our descend-

ants; leave us something for
our lace.”

Said the Lord at last, in sorrow

:

“Sleep ye on, O faithless race;

Take your ease among your rose-paths,

with your blood-bought bolts of

lace
!”

But his people made remonstrance

:

“Lord, icith us take not offense;

We have not forgot thy Kingdom—
lo, we give eleven cents!”

Thus eleven cents for missions and a

dollar bill for lace

Is our index of proportion ; shows our
zeal to save the Race ! Ex

Hachiman, Omi, Japan.

THE SPREAD OF THE ENGLISH
LANGUAGE

For the past fifteen years English
has been taught in the public schools
of the Philippine Islands. Informa-
tion recently published by the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction of the
Islands shows that they have now
621,000 pupils in 4386 schools with 488
American teachers and 10,214 Fili-

pino teachers. All of these pupils are
taught in English. The text books,
with illustrations in some cases on
Filipino life, are in English. In due
time we shall have all of the Fil-

ipino boys and girls, who now speak
various dialects, familiar with the
English tongue. This will make avail-

able a wealth of literature which it

would take many years to translate

into the different dialects. It will

make possible the use of graded Sab-
bath School literature in English, and
various Sabbath School cards and
charts which arej produced in America.
The same thing is true in other

parts of the Orient. In Malaysia,

English is used more widely because
it is taught in the Christian schools.

At the splendid Methodist Prepara-
tory School at Singapore, some
twenty-nine dialects are spoken by
pupils who have come from all parts

of Malaysia. All of these pupils are

taught English.

In both China and Japan, the pupils

of certain grades are taught English,

and this, together with the return of

so many of the young people of these

countries, from American schools and
colleges, is making possible a broader
acquaintance with the best English
literature.

“A little over a century ago it was
said that it was impossible to trans-

late the Bible into Chinese. Last year

more than 2,500,000 copies of the

whole or part were sold by the British

and Bible Society alone, and more than

3,500,000 by two other societies, over

six million copies in all,”

—

Ex.
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SPECIAL ARTICLES
IMPRESSIONS

Kate W. McBurney.
We are twenty-four days out from

Vancouver, and hope to come to Yoko-
hama two days later. The voyage has
been successful, by the blessing of our
God, and we trust it will be so till the
end. We have had some rough weath-
er, when the racks had to be on the
tables, and even so there was one oc-

casion when the dishes tried hard to

leap. A few moments earlier we
heard a crash in the serving room, and
the steward made a quick exit from
the dining saloon. He returned shortly

with his usual calm countenance. We
had no idea how many dishes may
have been subtracted from the supply.
The food is good and there is enough
to satisfy ordinary people. If you
hear any complaints—well, you may
draw your own conclusions. I cannot
quite understand just how they keep
up so good a variety and such good
food all this time, but am quite satis-

fied to take the evidences of my senses^

and enjoy it. We are always glad
when we come to port, so that they
can get some fresh supplies. We are
especially glad to get home, where we
can have fresh things to eat and room
enough to hang up things, or drawers
and shelves to keep them in. After
living in a suitcase, or steamer trunk,
for so long it is nice to get things
spread out once more.

Styles.

After being away for several years,

it is not surprising that our friends
occasionally ask us for our impression
of matters and things in the home
land. We get our impressions of the
changes going on at home from letters

and periodicals, and sometimes we
wonder if the reality will be the same
when we see it. I remember asking
friends who came directly from Amer-
ica if the fashions were really as rep-

resented in the magazines. I could
scarcely believe that it could be so.

They solemnly assured me that it was

even so. I had a lingering hope that
when it came to being my own eye-
witness I might modify my opinion.
Alas, for a hope that had to be blasted

!

I think I never saw the time when one
might have a choice of a more sensible
outfit of clothing. I never saw a time
when a more damaging choice was
possible.

Seven years ago, when at home, I

saw some wonderfully curved heel
shoes, and asked if any one could wear
those. I was informed that those were
not for ordinary wear, that they were
for dancing only. I wondered if

David wore that cut of shoe when he
danced before the Lord. Of course he
was not always dancing, so I suppose
his tendon of Achilles need not become
seriously shortened even if he did have
to wear the high-heeled shoes. He
probably did not have to go to his phy-
sician and ask: “Doctor, why do I

—

&c., &c., &c.?” and be told that it was
caused by an unnatural position of

the spinal column from the tipping up
of the heels.

This time my return is greeted on
all sides by windows full of those
same high curved heels. Demonstra-
tions were going on on all sides, so it

is not necessary to ask if folks could

wear such shoes.

As for the clothes, I think no one
could find a single fault with the

clothes. One feels more like deploring

the lack of them.
Interest in Mission Work.

It would be impossible to mention
all the good things met with and the

great fellowship with which we are

surrounded on all sides and all the

time we are at home. It is as a ben-

ediction that follows us as we go from
place to place and back to China.

While the forces of evil have never
seemed so rampant, and so well or-

ganized, the forces for good have
never been more consecrated and pur-
poseful. While there is still evidence
that Satan “goes to church,” the spirit

of humble, earnest service seems to
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me greater than I ever saw it before.

Even many whose general attitude

leads their watchful friends to fear
for their souls, have in their hearts
serious thoughts that give excellent

hope for the future. I have not kept
any record of those who have told me
of a growing purpose to make special

use of talents in the Lord’s work.
There are many of these, and it is en-

couraging to us as we go back to the
far-away field, to know that the ranks
are filling up in preparation and that
later there will be workers as they
are needed.
Many Have Desired to Go as Mission-

aries.

Perhaps the thing that struck me
most was the surprisingly large num-
ber of those who had even purposed
going to the foreign field, but for some
reason did not go. I have not re-

corded these, either, but am sure that
such a record would be most interest-

ing and instructive. I think the
Church gets a little discouraged when
there are so many calls and appar-
ently so few responses. I have won-
dered if it might be profitable to com-
pile a list of all those who have ex-

pressed a willingness to go to the for-

eign ‘field, and the reasons that de-

tained them, and publish both to the
Church; of course, without names.
Some who talked to me about this,

were detained on account of the con-

dition of their health; some because
of lack of health of another member
of the family; some because the age
limit had already been passed before
application was made ; and there were
some who had not learned the reason
that kept them in the home work. It

has seemed to me that such a list

would be encouraging to the Church.
In some way I had received the im-
pression that our young men and
women were unwilling to take up the
challenges that are frequently put
forth in the church papers. I find

that I am wrong in this. I am not
sure that I rejoice in that last state-

ment, although it is better than if I

had to make the opposite statement.
The discouraging feature in it is that
I have learned with this that there are
a growing number of our young peo-
ple who would be glad to be in such
work if they had the appointment, but
do not feel called to volunteer.

Personal Experience.

This takes me back to an experi-
ence I had before I went into the In-
dian mission. After having my at-

tention on various phases of the work
for twenty-seven years, perhaps it is

not presumption on my part to ex.-

press an opinion on the subject. At
least I will risk telling of this experi-
ence, and let it tell its own lesson in

its own way. One who was deeply in-

terested in the foreign work of the
church urged me to offer myself to the
work in the Levant. My heart had
long desired to have a part in that
work, but there were difficulties in

the way. With excellent health, a di-

ploma from Geneva College, and par-

ents who never knowingly hindered
their children from having an abso-
lutely free hand in choosing a voca-
tion, one might wonder what “lions”

could possibly be in the way. In the
first place, I had never had any expe-
rience in learning a living language
aside from my mother tongue. Would
I be able to learn a strange language?
This was a real question to me. Then
there had been cases reported in our
church papers of missionaries, who
had been sent out to the field, and
whose health had broken down on ac-

count of climatic conditions. Would
even my good health withstand this?

This seemed to me a very serious ques-

tion, not on account of the loss to the

individual, for as it appears to me
now, I cannot recall that this phase
entered my mind at the time; but it

seemed such a failure in the use of

the Lord’s money, that I dared not

take such a risk without any offset.

As I pondered it often, it occurred to

me that if I could have a medical

training I would be willing to offer

that. If I failed to get the language
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sufficiently for teaching or Bible work
alone, I would be able to do work for
my Master through the ministry of
healing, which was a part of his in-

structions to His children. The knowl-
edge of the healing art would pre-
sumably be of use in the effort to

stand up under the disadvantages of
an unfriendly climate. Such thoughts
having had a lodgment in my mind
for some years, and the opportunity
not having offered to learn medicine,
I could only express the conviction of

my more or less mature thoughts. The
one who was urging me to offer my-
self might with some reason consider
me lukewarm, and, no doubt, f$lt dis-

couraged when I could give no more
encouraging response. How different

would have been the result had I re-

ceived an appointment from the
Board may be surmised from the fact

that my answer was ready instantly

when the appointment came in less

than two years to go to the Indian
Mission. I knew when I was being
urged to offer myself to the foreign
field that I would not hesitate a mo-
ment if the Board appointed me, and
at the same time I was led to see that
I must not say so at that time. But
how I did wish that my urger would
say, “Unless you seriously object, I

will present your name to the Board
for consideration.” Of course we
know now that this was not the Lord’s
will in this particular case, and at

the same time may it not bring to us
a point that may be worthy of our
serious consideration.

Pastors and Friends to Bring the

Board in Touch With Prospective

Missionaries.

There is need for more workers.
Calls are printed in the church papers,
and yet there seems to be little re-

sponse. In meeting with people all

over the church, there seem to be
many who are willing, and an encour-
aging number who will probably vol-

unteer, but the impression remains
that the real availability is greater

than is apparent. I may be wrong in

this. I would like to see some good
plan tried out. Many of our young
people have the heart to work, wher-
ever the Lord indicates, but for lack

of some kind of courage (and I think
this lack need not be fatal) they are
drifting. Perhaps we all know of
those who have offered and been ac-

cepted in other churches. There are
those who have offered to our own
Board, and not receiving appointment,
have found their love waxing cold.

This is no doubt a great disappoint-
ment to themselves. In looking back
over the congregations visited, I do
not at this moment recall one con-

gregation in which some one did not
talk of a hope, either past or present,

that they might some day have a part
in this work in some of the fields of

the church. It is not for me to judge
who among them is worthy, but it

has made me think. It would seem
that those among whom they live and
who know them intimately might have
some idea as to their fitness. They
might, at least, through the pastor,

bring such a person to the notice of

the Board for consideration. If the

pastor, and one or more leaders, could

give their personal recommendation,
and the congregation express their

conviction by the promise of a sub-

stantial addition to their annual offer-

ing for mission work of the church
the Board would certainly appreciate

the co-operation. They would still be
free to consider the case in the light

of all the information they could se-

cure, and no doubt would enjoy the

broader fellowship in their work.
Such an appointment, should it ma-
terialize into an appointment, would
hold an element of home backing that

would be wonderfully helpful to the

worker and no less to the home people.

There may be a better plan, but after

the experiences and confidences of

another furlough, I am constrained to^

bring the matter before the readers

of Olive Trees for your prayerful

consideration.
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Blessing to Congregation at Home to

Send a Worker Abroad.

It is no loss to the work at home
to send a home worker away. At the
time of my appointment to the Indian
work, a union mission Sabbath school

was in progress in a mining town near
us, and one of our good neighbors of

another denomination, remonstrated
with my mother, and later with me,
with the argument that I was needed
right at home, therefore it was not
right that I should leave home to find

a field for work. When she appealed
to me, I said, “Perhaps, I am being
led out of the work here in order to

make room for some one who is not
now at work.” She did not ‘see it that

way. I was much interested to learn

later that her daughter had been per-

suaded to take my class. I hope some
millionaire will step up and offer a

reward—a large one—for the congre-
gation in our denomination who is

able to impoverish itself by sending
too many of its home workers to the

foreign field. It would no doubt be
quite safe for even a thousandaire to

offer a million dollars as the prize.

Who will accept the challenge ?

Concrete Example.

A year ago in one of our newer con-

gregationswas a statement printed and
hung on the wall to the effect that their

obligation was an additional worker
and support for the same. I have
heard since that they have a hope that

they will soon be able to undertake the

support of one. As for the additional

missionary, the first one sits opposite

me at the table as I write, and I under-

stand that two others of that congre-

gation have definitely decided to offer

themselves for the foreign field. This

is surely rich reward to a pastor and
his wife, whose faithful, loyal hearts

turn always with longing to the

far-away land where they would still

gladly spend and be spent were they

not prevented by broken health. Thus
two are withdrawn from the work in

order that many may be stirred up to

new interest and usefulness. Few of

us are honored by the Master in being
called to such sacrifice. But He is

abundantly able to reward those who
cheerfully give up their most sacredly
cherished plans, and walk the way of
His choosing.

Again I must record the loving care
and marked favor of our Heavenly
Father. I also wish to thank those
at home and in China who are bring-
ing us daily to His Throne.

“SPEAKING OF TITHING”

Tithing, as a principle for giving to

the Lord’s service, has long had ad-

vocates in the Christian Church, and
their number is increasing. Without

stopping to argue whether this is the

Scriptural plan for the Church of to-

day or not, there are some things that

may be noted in the consideration ot

the subject.

Gratitude to God for all His good-

ness would seem to demand at least

that much. If the Jews were required

to tithe, ought not our gifts to be at

least as liberal? We have today far

more out of which to give than had

the Jews.

Many of our luxuries, which were

unknown to them, and which we could

give up, would more than provide the

tithe. Our obligations and our priv-

ileges are far greater than the Jews.

They had only themselves to provide

for.

God has called upon us to do the

great and glorious work of carrying

the gospel to the whole world. Those

who adopt this plan find it a great

blessing spiritually, and many main-

tain that it has brought to them

greater material prosperity. It is well

worth the trial .—Presbyterian of the

South,—Ex.
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FROM OUR MISSION TO THE
JEWS

E. M. McFarland.
During the holiday weeks our time

and thoughts were taken up with prep-
arations for our entertainment. For
a second time the “Old Pine Street
Church” generously allowed us the use
of their bright, well-furnished Sab-
bath School room, as the Mission
chapel is not able to accommodate all

who wish to enjoy the annual enter-
tainment.
About one hundred and seventy

children were present with a number
of their mothers. It was almost pa-
thetic at the last rehearsal to hear
some little girls comparing notes as to

the number of “pants” their poor,

hard-working mothers had to finish,

and considering whether they could
spare time to attend the entertain-
ment.

There were over seventy numbers
on the program and the performers
took part creditably, their mothers
beaming on them in the approved
fashion. Ministers and members pres-
ent from our Philadelphia congrega-
tions helped in making the evening a
success. Dr. Robert Duncan, the Su-
perintendent of the Mission S. S., pre-

sided, and he and his brother distrib-

uted the boxes of candy provided for
the children.

On the Sabbath before the enter-
tainment, when an unusual number of
children were present at the Mission,
a Jewish boy with a hard face sta-

tioned himself at the door to get the
names of the Jewish children as they
came out. But he hadn’t reckoned on
encountering the Italian gang as they
passed out the door, and they soon had
him in the middle of the street in

tears. He couldn’t escape so stood
there at their mercy till he was helped
out of his difficulty by the coming of a
still larger Jewish boy. He hasn’t
been back.

It is a common thing for children
as they leave the Mission to be stopped
by passers-by and questioned and
warned not to attend our meetings.

TREES

Our Wednesday evening prayer
meetings have proved interesting, and
attract a number who do not attend
at other times. We continually ask
that

.

God’s blessing may follow the
reading of His Word placed in our
windows.

Miss Peebles, who lives in our build-
ing has been distributing attractively-
bound Testaments published by the
Pocket Testament League. We were
all surprised when a Jewish boy came
and asked for four copies for his
friends, and later two Jewish young
men came to our door and asked for
copies for themselves. It was ex-
plained that their acceptance meant a
promise to read the Testaments, and
they took them on this condition.

The Ladies’ Missionary Societies
throughout the church have been
thoughtful of us, and write to ask how
best they can help in the work here.
Fine warm bed coverings sent from
the society at Sparta are giving com-
fort to poor, sick people.

A notice is being sent to the socie-

ties of the three Philadelphia congre-
gations asking that some of their

members will come and give help for
part of a day in preparing garments
for the mothers’ and children’s sewing
classes. This will enable the Mission
workers to give more time to visiting

and teaching in homes in the neigh-
borhood.

Gifts of money sent to be used in

relief work have been very timely and
have called forth gratitude of many in

need.

The Sabbath School of First Phila-

delphia observed the “White Gifts”

plan at their entertainment, and
classes were generous in their gifts for

the work of this Mission. One class

furnished money to be used for a poor
family, other classes sent a supply of

fine fruit that has been shared by
many sick people. A class of boys
furnished rubber tips for the chairs

of our Chapel, and will give in addi-

tion their services in coming to put

them on.
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A strike among clothing workers in

Philadelphia is affecting many in our
neighborhood, and we hope it may not
be continued long.

A Jewish young man wandered into

our building Sabbath evening to sat-

isfy his curiosity as to “what goes on
here.” He talked very pleasantly but
said he “believed in no religion—just

believed in humanity.” The Jewish
boy who delivers our milk says he
takes no stock in the synagogue serv-

ice, as he doesn’t understand the Jew-
ish language. We come across many
who have departed from the faith ot

their fathers, and are groping about
trying to find satisfaction in some-
thing else. We ask our readers to

pray that as such come in contact with
our Mission the Spirit will give the

words that should be spoken to them.

Any Young People’s Society or Mis-

sionary Society desiring to increase in-

terest in the Jewish people by coming
to a better understanding of their be-

liefs and prejudices wpuld do well to

read the story of the conversion of

Rev. H. L. Hellyer, “From the Rabbis
to Christ.”

Mr. Hellyer is in charge of the Pres-

byterian Mission to Jews in Philadel-

phia, and is well known to many in

our church.
The book can be obtained from the

Westminster Press, Philadelphia, for

25 cents.

TO THE YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCI-

ETIES WHO WILL WRITE
FIRST.

I would like to offer to send copies

of Mr. Hellyer’s book to the first ten

societies that would write to ask for

a copy, agreeing to report on the book
at one of their meetings, and unite in

special prayer for work among Jewish
people. It seems to me his book gives

a wonderful idea of what the Jews
have to overcome in order to become
Christians. Emma M. McFarland,
800 S. 5th St., Philadelphia, Pa.

APPEAL FOR THE
JEWISH MISSION

At the last meeting of the Jewish
Mission Board it was discovered that

the treasury of this Mission is over-

drawn to the extent of $107.15. This

was a surprise to the members of the

Board, for the Mission expenses are

now less than at any time in recent

years. The explanation that was of-

fered, and reluctantly accepted, was
that the Church feels that the work at

the Mission is not being prosecuted as
vigorously and successfully as in the
past. We wish by all means to correct
that impression. We have now two
visiting missionaries, Miss Annie For-
sythe and Miss Emma McFarland.
They reported to the last meeting 293
visits made in a little over a month.
They are conducting each week one or
more meetings of the Sabbath School,

Prayer Meeting Evening, Evangelistic
Meeting, Mothers’ Meetings, Girls’

Sewing Class and the Mercy Band.
They have received as special contri-

butions, and distributed to needy fam-
ilies, almost $200. Miss McFarland’s
report in this number of the Olive
Trees will give an indication of some
things that are being done.
The Mission, however, needs sup-

port; the Church must sustain it. If

congregations, individuals and socie-

ties which have usually sent. us their

contributions have thought the work
was being negelected let us assure
them that they are happily mistaken,
and that the treasurer is still “in a,
receptive mood.”

.McLeod M. Pearce,
Secretary.

The awarding to an American con-

cern of a contract for railroad con-

struction in China, calling for the ex-

penditure of nearly one hundred mil-

lions of dollars, was announced a few
days ago. It is expected that about
two thousand miles of railroad will be

built with this money.
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From the Calendar of the Cathedral
Church of St. Paul, Boston, and
Sent by a Friend to “Olive Trees.”

The following is an extract from a
letter written by a gallant soldier of

Kitchener’s Army a month before he
died

:

“Lying here in hospital helpless,

three months from shrapnel wounds
which refuse to heal, and just wait-

ing, I have been thinking. You know
I have been all over the world. It

would seem that I should have plenty

to think about. Strange, isn’t it, that
my thoughts always go back to the

one theme of Foreign Missions—espe-

cially as I never thought of them be-

fore but in derision
;
yes, and that not-

withstanding help cheerfully given me
at mission hospitals in Amritsar,
Jaffa and Uganda, when I was sick. I

do not remember giving a single

penny to Foreign Missions in my life.

It was easy to prate about their use-

lessness—all so c>eap and popular,

too. Even as I traveled in distant

lands, sometimes well knowing but
for the work of missionaries there

had been no road for me, I still re-

fused to own the blessing their work
conferred both on the natives they

set out to convert and the country
which gave the heroes birth. I think

that stranger even than my ingrati-

tude for help generously given me in

my mission hospitals. For gold was
my god. My whole energies were set

on trade. I might in common fair-

ness have recognized who prepared
the way for the markets I found so

profitable. But I did not. When the

call to arms came, as you will remem-
ber, I told you in an earlier letter, I

was in London, home on furlough. I

joined Kitchener’s men. You sent me
a New Testament. I have it now.

“Reading at random for want of

something better to do one night I

was struck by the words of John 17

:

3 'And this is life eternal, that they
might know Thee, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast

sent.’ I could not forget these words.

They have been with me every wak-
ing hour these twelve months. They
are with me now. And how precious
I find them, who can tell? They cause
to care not a jot for this poor maimed
body soon to be set aside.
“I’ve found a Friend, O such a Friend,
He loved me ’er I knew Him;

He drew me with the cords of love
And thus He bound me to Him;

And ’round my heart still closely twine
Those ties which none can sever,

For I am His and He is mine,
Forever and forever.”

I realize that this Friend cares for
every savage of our race, even as He
cares for me, and should He not?
Who made us to differ? Does it lie in

my mouth, realizing my own un-
worthiness and His love to say to the
most benighted negro 'Stand by thy-
self, come not near to me, for I am
holier than thou?’ Assuredly not.

“Ah! There is the secret of my
contempt for Foreign Missions. I

had not then that life eternal. Would
God I had earlier known the new
birth. I envy you fellows who have
done so much for the cause. .1 would
gladly die for it, now it is too late. As
I think of the loyalty of the subject
races, so gloriously exhibited in this

day of stress, as I picture those splen-

did Indians seen in France, my mind
refuses to absorb any but the great
central fact. We have here the fru-

ition of the work of British mission-

aries and of the prayers of mission-
ary-hearted men.

“It is sweet to die for England—

I

do not regret it—sweet to see the de-

votion of tender nurses about our
beds—a few vagrant thoughts flutter

for a moment over these beauties, to

die in the flood of glory bursting in

contemplation of what it is to min-
ister and to die for the sake and in

the service of the King of kings. That
will never be my part. I do not com-
plain. I am not worthy of the high
honor involved. But, perhaps, I might
have been had someone taken me in

hand early enough. Why does our
church keep Foreigh Missions so

much in the background? Why is it
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that I was left so long a scoffer?
“I do not blame any mortal. I am

saying that something is wrong with
the scheme of things which fails to
put the whole world for Christ right
in the forefront as the battlecry of the
Christian Church. I do not know
your inmost feelings. I saw the C.
M. S. (Church Missionary Society)
report on your table once. But I do
not know how keen you are. It is

because you gave me a Testament
wherein I found the words of life that
I tell you something of my random
thoughts and of the great central re-
gret that fills my soul. My little money
will presently be found devoted to the
cause. But what is that? We can
carry nothing out whither I go. My
message is that all who are wise
should work in the service while it is
day, remembering the coming night !”

Dr. Carl S. Patton, Minister of the First
Congregational Church, Columbus, Ohio,
closed as follows a recent sermon on the
“World in Ferment”:
As I sat in the American Board

meeting in Toledo the other day, and
heard the speakers who had come
home from such fields as I have been
describing, I listened for one word of
discouragement or pessimism or mis-
giving of any kind, and I did not hear
it.

They talked like men and women
who are not accustomed to being
beaten, who can see an opportunity
through the smoke and hear a word of
promise through the cannon’s roar.

Every word was a word of cour-
age that fell from their lips. But one
word over and over smote my ear,

now from one man and now from
another, as if it had been agreed upon
by conspiracy, a word that seemed to
voice the outlook for them all—it was
the word Reconstruction.

There was going to be a recon-
struction in China, a reconstruction
in India, a reconstruction in Japan;
but most of all, a reconstruction in
that part of the world where the fer-
ment is and has been the hottest and
the most terrible—in Turkey and the
Balkan States. A reconstruction in
which the principles of Christianity
shall be embodied and the voice of
Jesus shall be heard and the love and
mercy of God shall be revealed.

In this reconstruction that is com-
ing after this time of ferment, I have
heard many men ask with much solic-

itation how America can play some
worthy part. God may give us to
play some part officially, may call us
to sit as umpire or referee or judge,
may give it to our Congress or our
President to say some deciding and
some healing word.

But whether He does or not, I know
that when that reconstruction is ef-

fected, it will be found that no men
or women of America have done more
to effect it than those men and women
who, in the name of the compassion-
ate Christ and for the cause of our
common humanity, are even now
working for it in the darkest parts of
the earth.

All honor to them, all peace, all

success; and may the sympathy and
the money and the prayers of those
of us who sit safely at home go freely

to them in God’s name. Amen.

AMOUNTS APPROPRIATED BY SYNOD FOR FOREIGN WORK,
The Levant.

$25,000.00

Receipts up to January 10, 1917 6,352.59*
i

Balance needed $18,647.41

*Mistake in December “Olive Trees.”

China
$30,000.00

7,140.22

$22,859.78
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(Selected from the Missionary
Review of the World )

.

INVESTMENTS IN FOREIGN
MISSIONS

By Dwight H. Day, New York.

The treasurer of the Presbyterian Board of
Foreign Missions, U. S. A., has recently re-

turned from a very interesting tour in Asia
and reports the result .

—

Editor.

“Tell your countrymen that what we
need is an increase in the number of
men who will sacrifice for China. Tell
the friends there, please, to have pa-
tience with us. The leaven has been
put into the flour; progress will con-
tinue to be made. We thank the good
friends in America for what they have
done, and in due time these friends
will see the results.”

Dr. Seng, of the University of Nan-
king (China) thus expressed the grat-

itude of the Chinese for what Amer-
ican Christians are doing for his peo-
ple, and pleaded for their confidence
and help to be continued.

China’s Primary Need.
An overpowering need and an un-

rivaled opportunity to meet the need
has lately developed in Shantung prov-
ince, North China. Here is a popula-
tion of about thirty million people, and
eighty-one out of one hundred and six-

teen walled cities are without any mis-
sionary resident. In many of these
cities there are just now large brick
or stone pawn-shops for sale. Changed
economic conditions have made the
business of the pawnbrokers unprofit-

able, and these warehouses cap be pur-
chased for about five thousand dollars

and easily transformed into centers
each containing an auditorium, chapel,

guest rooms, school rooms for day and
night schools, etc. In charge of each
such centre will be placed one of the
strong young leaders of the Chinese
Church, who will have not only the
responsibility for all the work in the
walled city radiating from this central

lighthouse, but also for the surround-
ing country district. Such an institu-

tion will at once command the respect

and interest of the gentry who are not
apt to pay much heed to an insigni-
ficant street or country chapel (any
more than the well-to-do at home
would, to the unpromising quarters
of a strange sect), and would estab-
lish at the start the pastor in charge
on a substantial basis. It is estimated
that five hundred dollars a year for
running expenses would need to be
provided until the centre can be made
self-supporting. Thus $5000, and $500
a year for, say, five years, would com-
pass the following

:

1. It would occupy strategic centers.
Formerly the cities have been most
difficult of approach. Now they are
thrown wide open, so that evangelistic
work, hereafter, must not be prose-
cuted so exclusively in the country dis-

tricts.

2. It furnishes an attractive field

for able Chinese leaders. With an in-

spiring program planned, doubtless all

the men that will be needed as leaders
will become available.

3. The plan makes use of available
resources and looks forward to a new
and permanent method of work.

4. It promises Chinese and foreign
co-operation, giving the Chinese the
positions of evangelistic prominence
while the mission retains a directing

influence.

5. It eliminates the idea that a for-

eign church is being foisted upon
China, which impression is a serious

drawback.
6. It is commended by its plan of

approach. Bible preaching and teach-

4ng is to be supplemented by lectures,

schools, woman’s work, medical work
and the Young Men’s Christian Asso-
ciation, thus opening many different

avenues to mind and heart.

7. The project has passed the ex-

perimental stage, for already there
are three men at work in three differ-

ent cities, with splendid results to

show. It would be difficult to find an
investment in foreign missions that
combines so many attractions and im-
pelling considerations.
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SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR
EVANGELISTIC WORK IN THE
PACIFIC COAST PRESBYTERY

By James G. Love, Seattle.

Closely related to “The Field is the
World,” the Pacific Coast Presbytery
comprises a territory anywhere from
Winnipeg, Manitoba, to Santa Ana,
California, and may have at a near
future Texas as far at least as Robbs-
town. As our congregations are very
well located in this vast empire of two
nations, it is expected of us by Synod
that we undertake at least to conserve
the members of our own denomina-
tion, and justly so. At one of the
Missionary Conferences held preced-
ing Synod this matter was up for con-
sideration, and it was reported that
one of our congregations in the East
did not have a male member under 60
years of age. Immigration was the
cause assigned.

Synod’s Work.
Synod has already dealt with this

important matter. It inaugurated the
work by employing a very able and
competent servant to enter the field

and survey the work and situation.

This work, after many reports to

Synod, has been turned over to our
Presbytery. The Head of the Church
has by His own wise choice and Prov-
idences sent able, consecrated minis-
ters into this field, saying, “Go work
today in My vineyard.”

God’s Equipment.
The Holy Spirit has equipped the

Church with her testimonies, so much
needed in this Western land of ener-

gies and possibilities, and, like the
land which the spies found, rich in the
means to carry on the whole work of

the Church. I say again, God has
done His part, and is saying: “What
more could I have done that I have
not done?” Synod has recognized the
situation, not by an arbitrary com-
mand but by lending us a helping hand
to get started, and is now watching
our progress. One of the difficulties

that appear on this side of the Rockies
is that we experience difficulty in

“conserving” the energies which dis-
tance seems to suppress, that when the
young man comes “West” he. some-
times leaves his certificate at home.
But let us look at our Lord’s example.
On coming down from the mountain
and seeing the multitude He opened
His mouth and taught them

; and they
listened to the gracious words which
proceeded out of His mouth. Again
as He passed through Gallilee great
multitudes following Him, He gave
these same grecious messages.

Invitation Should Be Given.
Our Prayer Meetings might be made

not more attractive but more spiritual.
I believe we ought to give a special
invitation to accept Christ at the close
of every prayer meeting. Jesus said
over and over again, “Come unto Me.”
It is our privilege to invite men to
come to Jesus, and we do not always
know who may be waiting for that op-
portunity. I think, too, it should al-

ways be done from the pulpit, and
well studied as a part of the services.
We ought to study in the Sabbath
School or otherwise the annual report
of Synod’s Committee on Evangelism.
As a Church and Presbytery we fail

in the use of this means. We might
learn from other churches and those
“cults” which grow and which ask
their members to accept doctrines al-

most contrary to reason—we, who
offer God’s Holy Truth which is able
to make the simple wise and save from
sin.

Prayer.
There is one other means, and that

is prayer. I believe we ought to feel

our responsibilities in this Presbytery
sufficient cause for special times and
seasons for prayer. Cottage Prayer
Meetings prove a great blessing. They
are largely social and would draw the
young people together. Yes, the Head
of the Church expects it of us. He
who paid the price when He wore the
crown of thorns and the purple robe.

Synod will rejoice in our accelerated

movements, and when we make the

long journey to give our report, then
will He rejoice with us.
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THE AWAKENING OF CHINA
“China,” says Bishop Bashford, “is

not only a giant awake, but is pacing
the floor with growing pains.” The
whole nation seems alive to the need
for modern education. Universities
and lectures are crowded, and many
of the leaders have been educated in

mission schools. This gives Christian-

ity an advantage. The death of Yuan
Shih Kai and the accession of Presi-

dent Li Yuan Hung has brought a de-

gree of quiet, and there is hope that

the mighty nation will settle down to

solving its problems. President Li is

favorably disposed to Christianity,

and since the modern ideas of politics

and education are from the West,
many are inclined to look favorably on

tfle Western religion also. One stu-

dent writes : “We accept the Western
system of education, of science, and
history and mathematics, why should

we not also take the religion of Jesus
Christ which comes from the West?”

The Bible classes started by Mr.
Sherwood Eddy continue to flourish

and to win Christian converts. The
news of revivals come from many
parts of the Republic. Mr. Arthur
Polhill, of the China Inland Mission,

writes, for example, from Eastern
Szchuen, that in the district of Cheng-
kow (still unoccupied) many of the

wealthy are destroying their idols and
are becoming inquirers. Temples in

many parts of the Republic are being
abandoned, and some of them are used

for Christian Bible schools and evan-

gelistic services.

Out of the bewildering confusion of

political, social, industrial, intellect-

ual and moral upheavel will come a

new China, no longer facing the past

but open-minded to the truth. A mil-

lion school teachers are needed to

teach China’s sixty millions pupils.

What university will train them ? An
army of physicians and nurses is

called for sanitation and healing min-
istry. The Christian Church has an
unparalleled opportunity to supply

those who will train these and other

leaders of China’s onward march. The
best schools, colleges and medical
schools are in the hands of the Chris-
tian missionary forces. These are in

a unique position of power to mould
the future of China .—Missionary Re-
view of the World.

A CHALLENGE TO ADVANCE
But weightier and more numerous

facts challenge the Church to a for-

ward missionary movement in the
Near East.
Look at the political debacle within

Islam. Within a few decades, a series

of divine providences, operating in the
Near East, has brought about an al-

most complete overthrow of Moslem
political power. In the past, Moslem
political prohibitions have severely
checked the desired extension of mis-
sionary operations in Moslem lands.

Even when missionary effort was per-

mitted, the fruitage of that work has
been blighted or obscured by political

penalties. Witness now the lands that

have passed from beneath Moslem pol-

itical domination within the past eight
decades : Greece, Servia, Algeria, Mon-
tenegro, Bulgaria, Rumania, Cyprus,
Tunisia, Crete, Egypt, Tripoli, Mo-
rocco, and now parts of Arabia and
Persia. Do not such political up-
heavals challenge a forward move-
ment which the Church should even
now undertake?

Paralleling these external provi-

idences in the political sphere, there,

are most significant activities of the
Holy Spirit moving upon the heart of

Islam. Back of political prohibition,

every missionary to Moslems has
found religious fanaticism and hostil-

ity acting as a barrier to the progress
of the Gospel within Islam. Reliable

reports, however, bespeak a change in

the attitude of Islam. A missionary
in Egypt expresses it thus

:

“In days gone by we sought to gain

a hearing and were refused. Now it

is as if the Moslem himself were seiz-

ing the missionary by the coat, say-

ing, ‘What was it you used to want to
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tell us? We want to have it ex-
plained.'

”

A missionary from Turkey says
that “eighty per cent, of the Moslems
of Turkey are in sympathy with the
missionaries, and are wholly opposed
to the present Turkish administra-
tion."

The spirit of inquiry is also mani-
fest in the number of Moslem children
crowding to mission schools. Social

customs in which Islam's ideals were
entrenched are passing away. There
is a fast-growing public press, which
moves, for the most part, in the direc-

tion of Western ideals. These facts

are full of significance. A new day is

dawning, ushered in by the invisible

yet irresistible operations of the Spirit

of God upon the heart and life of

Islam. Where God is and works, shall

not His followers keep step with Him ?

How, then, may we keep step with

God? First, there should be the most
determined holding on to every strat-

egic position now occupied, the most
insistent maintenance of every miss-

ionary of every missionary activity in

operation before the war.

Second, there is a clear call to mis-

sionary preparedness. A forward
movement of unprecedented serious-

ness and commensurate with the need

must be planned now for the evangel-

ization of the world, if the opportunity

impending at the close of the war is to

be seized. This calls for the thrust-

ing out of new missionaries who may
put the present to good use in the

study of the languages of their pros-

pective fields, at suitable and secure

centers. The Boards and Societies

will gain from conferences both at

home and on the field. Thus will each

agency become enriched by the other's

experience, and they will stimulate

each other to worthier effort.

Above all, they will be able to do

what has not yet been attempted in

the history of missions in the Near
East—align their forces and plan for

a concerted and co-operative mission-

ary effort. Especially is there need
for conferences for prayer. Fresh
discoveries of spiritual power are im-
perative for the accomplishment of the
task. A Christian consciousness of
God and of His will must be experi-
enced, which will produce, on higher
and worthier spiritual levels, some-
thing of the passion and devotion
which characterized the fiery apostles
of Islam's faith in the bright morn-
ing of its early extension from Asia
to Africa, and from Africa to Eu-
rope— Missionary Review of the
World.

A CHINESE MISSIONARY TO
AMERICA

Rev. L. T. Huen, pastor of the Chi-

nese Baptist Church, in San Francisco,

is said to be an earnest, spiritual

preacher, and a tactful, lovable man.
In his boyhood he was a pupil in the

Baptist School for boys in Canton.

Later, while engaged as a teacher of

the language, and rendering volunteer

service as a preacher, his rare gifts as

a speaker were discovered, and in re-

sponse to the inner voice and the out-

ward call he consecrated his life to

preaching. Seven years of faithful

service were given to evangelistic

work in the far interior of the Kwang
Si Province, and eight years as pastor

of the Baptist Church of Hong Kong,

where he was greatly beloved. His

marriage with a young Christian

woman, unlike the ordinary Chinese

wedding, was one which followed mu-
tual acquaintance, and was accompan-

ied by mutual affection. Seven bright

promising children blest this happy

union. This interesting family had to

be left behind when Mr. Huen came
as a foreign missionary to America.

—

The Missionary Review of the World.
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NEWS FROM THE FIELD
Edited by Mrs. Findley M. Wilson, 2517 North Franklin Street,

Philadelphia, Penna.

An interesting event occurred re-

cently at Almonte, Canada. Rev.
Samuel Edgar, of our Syrian Mis-
sion, now on enforced furlough, as-

sisted at communion there on Jan-
uary 7th. On the Friday evening
preceding he gave his lecture on
“War Times and Other Times in Tur-
key.” A number of the town people

not members of our church were pres-

ent and some of them made the move
which resulted in having the lecture

repeated in the Town Hall, Monday
evening, as a patriotic meeting.
The attendance at this meeting was

from four to five hundred. No charge
was made for the use of the hall. A
collection amounting to $58.55 was
taken and forwarded to the Treasurer
of the Foreign Mission Board. At
the request of the doners it was trans-

mitted by him to the Armenian suf-

ferers in Syria.

* * * *

The Foreign Mission Board at its

last meeting decided to request Rev.
R. A. Blair to make a six months’
tour of the churches in the interest

of foreign missions. Mr. Joseph M.
Steele, Treasurer of the Board, offers

to be personally responsible for the

financing of the project. The matter
has been referred to Mr. Blair who
has it under consideration. It is hoped
that he will decide in favor of the
plan.

* * * *

Licentiates Jesse C. Mitchel and
Richard C. Adams are taking a special

course in English Bible and Teaching
Methods in White’s Bible School this

winter. Mr. Mitchel had volunteered
for work in Syria, but, owing to pres-

ent conditions which make his going
there impossible, has applied to go to

China. Mr. Adams is a brother of

Miss Mary Adams, of Tak Hing, and
he and Mr. Mitchel expect, if there be

no barrier, to sail for China in the
early autumn.

* * * *

Miss Edith H. Mearns, of Seattle,

has applied for appointment to Syria
to be sent out as soon as the way is

open again. She is an estimable
young lady, a trained teacher, and a

younger sister of Miss Florence
Mearns, of Latakia. Her application

papers will come before the next meet-
ing of the Board.

* * * *

Latakia, Syria. A letter of Octo-

ber 14th has come from Miss Maggie
B. Edgar, of Latakia, to her cousin,

Rev. Samuel Edgar. She writes :
“1

received your letter written just after

Synod a little while ago. It was the
first for six months. I am well and
work is going on as usual here. Dr.
Stewart was in bed three or four days
with fever and a bilious attack, but
was able to be up yesterday. Mr.
Fattal is home on leave for a short
visit and has permission to finish his

studies in the government school at

Beirout. No word from Mersine since

the end of July.”
* * * *

Mersine, Asia Minor. The follow-

ing card has been received from Rev.
A. J. McFarland. Its date is October
24, 1916:

“It is hard to keep on writing when
we have no returns, or so little as to

be slight encouragement to the muse.
However, we will try to keep on in

faith though not by sight. Held a

very pleasant communion at Tarsus
last Sabbath at which two were ad-

mitted by profession and thirty sat

down at the table. More than a hun-
dred were present at nearly every
service. Other work goes on quietly

and prosperously, including schools

and hospital. The Adana evangelist

has not been able to return as yet, so
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we have only a Bible woman work-
ing there. Attendance at schools is

about the same as last year, which
was above the average for normal
times. We have not reopened the
boarding schools. Health of all is

good. Miss Sterrett will need her rest
as soon as she can get it. The rains
are late, but the temperature is fine.

We hear about once a month from
Latakia. They were short of funds
again the last of September, but we
hope they received some about the
time we did, soon after that time.
They are working away, too. Have
seen no Olive Trees since you took
hold nor for some time before that.

A Nation strays in once in a long
while. The Record of Christian
Work and The Red Cross Magazine
are the most regular and about all

we have in the reading line except our
books.”

* * * *

Larnaca, Cyprus. The Rev. Walter
McCarroll is to come home on fur-

lough this spring. His plan is to join

his two oldest boys in Switzerland
and all return together. The For-
eign Mission Board has asked Rev.
R. E. Willson to go to Cyprus during
Mr. McCarrolFs absence. The cor-

responding secretary of the Board
went to Princeton last week to lay

the request before Mr. Willson. They
have not yet given their decision.

* * * *

Mr. McCarroll writes from Larna-
ca, November 28th: “I told you in a

former letter, I think, that we had
opened a kind of Y. M. C. A. hut for

the soldiers. There is a tea room and
a reading room also where the men
can get a cup of tea or even some
supper at nominal rates, or spend
their evening reading. Have started

also an informal praise service on
Sabbath evening which is proving
a blessing to some.

‘The hut forms also a very excel-

lent rendezvous for the masters of

the school and gives an opportunity to

any one of them to have a friend in

for a social cup of tea if he so de-
sires. The hut is used during the
day by our small Armenian school, so
the place is in use from early morning
till late at night.

“The two schools, Academy and
Girls’ Schools, are flourishing and
good work is being done quietly but
persistently. This year on account
of the soldiers the Sabbath morning
service is altogether in English and
am glad to say that week by week
we have from 80 to 100 in attend-
ance. This morning service is pre-
ceded by a prayer meeting in Greek.
In the afternoon we have a Greek-
Turkish service and in the evening
the praise service in the Y. M. C. A.
hut. We are all in usual health.”

* * * *

Tak Hing, China. Rev. Wm. M.
Robb, who has recently arrived at
Tak Hing, sends us some impressions
gathered on his voyage:
A few features of the voyage of

those newly arrived on the field are
worthy of mention. .First of all,

there was the delightful fellowship
enjoyed with the Seattle people just

on the eve of our departure. Thev
indeed “showed us no little kindness.”

Next we have to chronicle a pros-

perous voyage on the good ship

Monteagle, which was so steady that

it was next to being disgraceful to

entertain the malady common to sear
farers.

Third, we had an unusually fine

company of fellow-travelers. Among
them a goodly number of missionar-
ies of other denominations, some
bound for Japan, some for India,

some for Korea and some for China.

One man was returning to India after

thirty years of service there.

From dangers on the right hand and
on the left, from perils of the sea,

whether seen or unseen, we were pre-

served safely, and brought forward
to the haven we desired to see. We
unite in gratitude to Him who makes
the sea a highway for His people to

pass over and who gives them safe-
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conduct through the enemies’ coun-
try.

Three of our fellow-travelers were
missionaries who were returning to

their respective fields of labor, leav-

ing wives and children in the home-
land. One could not but marvel at

the heroism they manifested as they
bravely faced the future.

One young woman, whose parents
had offered themselves for mission
work and were refused because of

the expense involved in sending them
and their large family, was going to

China as a missionary. When thwart-
ed in their purpose, the parents de-

cided to dedicate their children to the

foreign mission service and to give

them the training which would fit

them for the work. Of eight chil-

dren, thi^ young woman was the fifth

to come to China. At Shanghai she

joined three sisters and one brother,

one other brother being in the min-
istry in the home land. Who will say
these parents were not real foreign
missionaries?
The journey ended with a delight-

ful trip up the West River, and a glad
welcome at Tak Hing at five o’clock

in the morning of November 10. A
few days later the Lo Ting contingent
covered the last lap of their journey.

* * * *

Dr. A. I. Robb says

:

“There was happiness at Tak Hing
on the morning of November 10th
when the ‘Monteagle’ party reached
here. Good news from a far country
is excelled by good people bringing
good news. Miss Brownlee went di-

rect to the language school in Can-
ton, and we will have to wait a time
for the pleasure of meeting her. After
three delightful days the Loting party
left us for their station, on the an-

niversary of the first missionaries
sailing for China twenty-one years
ago. They have brought refreshing
news to us, and we are trusting the
Master to make them all a great bless-

ing in this needy land.

“The juniors are greatly delighted

with the accession to their ranks and

the days are not long enough to get

done playing. Sometimes there are

a few tears shed when ‘time to go
home’ comes, even though it is only

a few steps.

“A second abundant rice crop

crowns the most prosperous year in

temporal things Tak Hing has had for

a long time.

“At the fall communion week all

the preaching was done by native

workers, and the students in the

training school have done the preach-

ing since then, and with apparent ac-

ceptance to all. Besides this, they

preach four sermons a week in the

chapel up in the city.”

* * * *

We are glad to have a few items

from Mrs. J. M. Wright who tells us

:

Dr. Wright is in Canton this week
giving lectures to the students of

Kun Yee Medical School.

The days go by on wings. It doesn’t

seem possible that Thanksgiving is

only a few days away.
the Chinese have great cause for

thanksgiving this year because of the

bountiful harvest of rice. And the

Christians because of the ingathering

of so many who have this year given

themselves to the Lord.

It was a treat to hear an English

sermon here again. Rev. W. M. Robb
nreached for us the first Sabbath after

his return.

To some it may seem luxury to

read that now in our gardens we have

lettuce, beets, carrots, sweet potatoes

and sweet corn ready for the table,

but we have our June gardens in No-
vember out here.

Some of our “English cousins” are

bemoaning the fact that the United
States is doomed to another four

years’ misrule (?), but there are

those of us—I think all of us—who
feel that the nation is still above
ground.

Marriage feasts are in order this

time of the year. We can hear
through the open windows strains of

wedding music. It is not Lohengrin’s,
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but seems to be just as much appre-
ciated by those most concerned.

* * * *

Mrs. Julius Kempf also writes from
Tak Hing:
“On November 12th Mr. Kempf,

Mr. Mitchell and Dr. Wright, with a
number of Chinese, walked out to Ma
Hui, the district of which you have
read in Olive Trees, where so many
during the past year have accepted
Christ as their Saviour.

“Six received baptism. Pray for
these people who have so recently
come out of darkness that they may
be given strength to be loyal.”

* * * *

The following items come from Dr.
Kate McBurney, lately returned from
furlough

:

“It was good to get back to Amer-
ica, but before the furlough was end-
ed the Call of China became very
insistent.

“And what a good time the people
in the home land do give us! No
trouble or expense is too great and
it is one round of delights of one kind
or another from the time we set foot
on American soil till we leave it

again. This is no exaggeration. I

found it true. And yet—well, you
know how you feel when you have
been away for a while—you feel hun-
gry to ‘get back to the children/

“It is gratifying to note the prog-
ress made by our helpers in the hos-
pital. The two women are able now
to take on more responsibility and
have taken hold of the work with
commendable zeal and faithfulness.

It is difficult to develop a noticeable

degree of initiative in Chinese women
because for generations they have
been largely ‘kept under.’

“It has been good for these women
helpers that I have been absent for a

time, and with the judicious over-

sight of Dr. Wright and his help

whenever needed, they have made
good progress. If I can exercise the

good sense to allow them to retain

all the responsibility they have been
obliged to assume in my absence and

add to it as they are able, then my
furlough will be a blessing to them
as well as to me. Wisdom is needed,
and we know it is promised.
“On the day following our return

we were all invited to Miss Adams’
sitting room, where met the six mis-
sion schools and their teachers. The
ladies of the mission served light re-
freshments. After a social hour and
music on the talking machine we
parted.

“It was good to meet so many of
our friends and to receive a hearty
welcome home.

“There are a few marks of the
tremendous flood of a year and a half
ago, although repairs have covered
most of the damage done. It has,
however, left marks of manhood and
womanhood on those who were here
and who rolled up their sleeves when
hard work was to be done. Some of
the Chinese say that after the first

flood, the people watched the church
with suspicion, wondering if she had
some ax to grind, but when another
flood came and the helping hand was
again reached out even better than
before because of experience, they
had nothing more to say and now
many believe where before they
doubted.”

* * * *

Word comes just as we go to press
that Mrs. Margaret Scott Robb,
mother of our beloved missionaries,
Dr. A. I. and Rev. J. K. Robb, of Tak
Hing, China, passed into life eternal

Tuesday, 16th of January, at Denison,
Kansas. Had she lived until the 19th
she would have been 86 years of age.

Interment was made at Denison Jan-
uary 18th. We believe this mother in

Israel continues to live in heaven, and
that, here below, on both sides of the

Pacific, her works do follow her. The
entire Church and unnumbered
friends will unite in sympathy for the

bereaved members of the family cir-

cle, especially for her sons so far

away. Her children rise up and call

her blessed.
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Lo Ting, China. Rev. Ernest Mitch-
ell and Mrs. Mitchell are once more
at home at Lo Ting. Mr. Mitchell
sends us this letter, which he dated
November 29, 1916:

“It is almost two weeks since we
arrived in Lo Ting and I think maybe
it is time I am getting some letters

written. The time has been so taken
up with getting settled down again
that letter writing has been left un-
done.
“We had a good trip all the way

from Kansas here. I wrote you from
Yokohama, I think it was, and told

you of our trip that far. We had
comparatively smooth seas most of

the way. A few days were rough
enough to make some of us stay in

our beds, but we got along very nice-

ly. We had a splendid company as

far as Yokohama, most of them mis-

sionaries, and we had good times to-

gether. Part of them left us at Yoko-
hama and some others came on who
were not as fine people as the ones

who went. Mrs. Wright met us in

Hongkong when we got in there Mon-
day morning, November 6th. We
stayed in Hongkong till Wednesday
evening and arrived in Tak Hing Fri-

day morning about daylight.

“It was too late for us to get up
here before Sabbath, so we stayed in

Tak Hing till Monday. Sabbath some
of the others were going out to Ma
Hui and I went along with them. It

was my first visit to Ma Hui for seven
years. Six adults were examined and
baptized that Sabbath, making thirty-

six.I think it is, that have been re-

ceived into the church there in the

last year.

“We made our preparations for

coming uo here Monday morning. We
had so many things to get carried out

to the boat and they had to be car-

ried quite a long distance across the

sand, as the river is low, so that it

was nearly twelve o’clock before we
started down to the boat. All the

missionaries but one or two came
with us down to the boat. We got

on board and pushed off a little be-

fore one o'clock. The wind was with
us so that we traveled along and ar-
rived here in Lo Ting Thursday aft-

ernoon. Mrs. Dickson was up on the
third floor watching for us and saw
our boat coming and by the time we
were at the boat landing the foreign
element of the city were all down to

meet us. It is good to be at the end
of our journey. We have really been
traveling since the last of August and
we were getting tired of it all.

“We found the people here in good
health. Miss Stewart has been doing
fine work in the school and it has
grown wonderfully, both in numbers,
equipment and efficiency, since we
went away two years ago. Dr. Dick-
son, whom we left, unable to make
his wants known, almost, cannot only

take care of himself, but is ready to

help others out. He is developing
the medical work very nicely and is

getting the Chinese to do more for

themselves, which is a very fine thing.

We are very much nleased with the

work that is being done in both the

school and medical department. The
chapel work has fallen behind some-
what, but really not any more than

I had expected after the many
changes of the last two years. Mrs.
Dickson has been acting as business,

manager or, perhaps it would be more
nearly exact to say financial mana-
ger. of this part of the mission. She
makes a very efficient treasurer.

“I have been trying to do a little

visiting among the Christians since

I came and want to do a good deal

more in the coming weeks. It will

take a little time to get into running
order again. I find that my command
of Chinese is not as good as it was.

“I have just been going over my
books and I find there are a good
many ‘book worms' in them. I spent
a whole day looking them over and
pouring on kerosene. That seems to

make the worms sick of living for the
time being. I hope it will have a last-

ing effect. Some of my new books
have been spoiled pretty badly by the
worms. I hate to see my books rid-
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died this way, but that is one thing
that goes with life in the Orient.

“It has been cool the last few days
so that we enjoy a little fire in our
room in the evening. This month is

one of the nicest months of the year.

“I am finishing this December 2nd,
as I did not get quite through the
other day. Dr. Dickson has been out
at Sz Lun, a town some twenty-five
miles away, and got back last night.

He has opened a dispensary there and
has Wong Ming Shi in charge. He
has rented a store room and gathers
people in there at night to tell them
the story of the gospel. One man
already has expressed his desire to be-

come a Christian and the outlook for

others is hopeful. I want to go out

with him soon as I can. I also want
to go to Lo King and Che tsai soon.”

Mersine, Asia Minor,

Nov. 10, 1916:

Miss Elma French, 215 Weaver St.,

New Castle, Pa.

Dear Miss French: For some time

since school opened I have been plot-

ting to send you a letter. Yours of

August 14th, brought my decision to a

head. I wanted to wait till school

affairs would Settle down so I could

have something definite to inform you

of. We have no boarding school this

year, and no teacher living at the

school. We had counted on having

Sadik, son of Maalim Antonius of

Suadea, to teach for us this year, for

he finished his college course this

spring. He only got about half-way
here, and was not allowed to come
farther. So he retraced his steps,

and is now teaching in the Syrian
Protestant College at Beirut. At pres-

ent we have five on the teaching staff.

Maalim Mishael is still at his post
in Mersine, and has enough time off

in the evenings to give me Arabic les-

sons. I have been worrying with that

elusive language off and on ever since
you left, but when Mishael left, I

made no progress to speak of. We
are attacking it again this winter. I

speak it with all sorts of mistakes,
but can make Abdul Hamid and
Ammi Khaleel understand. I try to
read a little in the New Testament
every morning, and in that way have
read St. John twice, and nearly fin-

ished Acts the second time. Have you
seen or heard anything of Dr. Chris-
tie? Jean Christie is teaching in the
Girls’ College, at Constantinople, but
wrote that it was too warm for him to
come back. Maalim Mishael was just
in to give me a lesson, and wishes to
send you his very best regards: He
has a comfortable place to sleep, and
his work is not so hard as it was. Our
school attendance is over sixty now.
Malatius has charge of about 25 in
the north room, all primary pupils.
Maalim Jameel rules over 18 large
boys in the old study room, and Ibra-
him has 18 middle-sized boys in the
middle room. Your room is used for
Turkish recitations in the forenoon
and French in the afternoon. I hear
some of my classes in the office and
some in the dormitory. We took the
beds apart and piled them in the back
part of the room and have plenty of
room left to give the little fellows
their gymnastics. Miss Sterrett has
more in her school than I have, and I

know she is working much harder
than she ought. All are well except
Jean Peoples, who is going through an
attack of the measles. It is a light

attack, however, and she is able to

eat heartily. Pat still carries a sad-
dle, but he is beginning to show his

age. I suppose you have heard before
this of little Adele’s death. She suf-

fered a great deal, but she showed a

wonderful Christian spirit through it

all. Dr. Peoples handed over the $25
which you sent. We have no boarding
school this year, and I am wondering
how it ought to be applied, but there

will be a chance sooner or later.

Please express our hearty apprecia-
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tion to the one or ones who sent it.

Best wishes for this year’s work in

New Castle. Sincerely yours,
J. F. Carithers,

To the above we add an interesting
letter from Dr. Robb and dated Tak
Hing, December 23, 1916:
Dear Mr. Editor

:

I have been again to Tung On. It

might well be called the Land of

Marble Hills. Rising sheer out of an
otherwise level valley, they push their

weather-beaten tops seven or eight
hundred feet hign. Thirty or forty
of them are spread out over six miles,

and are a never-ceasing delight to the
eyes. A year ago Miss Huston, Dr.
Wright, Mrs. Robb and myself spent
several days over there. It was the
first visit of all but myself, and it

was good to see their pleasure in the
beauty of the district.

But tragedy may lurk, even under
the shadow of marble hills, and it

was here that our native preacher,
Chung Ying Taai, was arrested two
years ago and executed for rebellion.

It was a staggering blow to the work.
Many of the Christians fled and many
felt the disgrace so keenly that they
said they would never have the face
to be seen in the chapel again. The
death of Yuan Shik Kai and the re-

establishment of the republic, how-
ever, has not only removed the dis-

grace, but the present Governor of
the province has erected a memorial
in Canton with the names of all those
who fell as rebels against Yuan’s mis-
rule inscribed upon it, and Ying
Taai’s is supposedly among them. He
has been thus ranked as a patriot

who laid down his life for his coun-
try’s cause.

A year ago not more than eight or
nine of the local Christians were at

communion. This time there were
fourteen, and one arrived too late for

the sacrament, while three are in

school here at Tak Hing, and some
of those who said they would never
again come in the chapel, while not
coming to communion, were there for

the Sabbath evening service, and
seemed glad to be there. There nas
been no accession this year, but there
were people coming almost constantly
while I was there and the evangelist
says he has a house full every mar-
ket day, so that we are hopeful for
the future. It is the day for seed
sowing, and the harvest time will
come. There are a great many vege-
tarians over there who think it wrong
to destroy life of any kind and there-
fore do not eat meat. They come
and discuss theology with great free-
dom and our licentiate can take care
of them and their arguments very
well.

The burden of every letter we have
from this man is that of Paul, “Breth-
ren, pray for us.” He is greatly ex-
ercised because he is not seeing re-
sults. Will not some of you who read
this and are taking time for specific
prayer, take Tung On district and the
worker, On Taai, upon your hearts
and help in bringing the harvest he
so much desires ?

Sincerely yours in Him,
A. I. ROBB.

The lack of workers to meet the
nresent opportunity in China, calls

forth the following conclusion from
one of our superintendents in the field,

a North American missionary. “As
a Mission,” he truthfully states, “we
are losing a lot of workers (incapaci-
tated by illness or other causes) and
adding few. The Lord select and fit

the needed workers for the existing,
as well as for extension work! We
exist in order to extend, and the many
districts yet unevangelized call for
work. In prayer and in the reading
of the Scriptures, one is impressed
with the little said in the New Testa-
ment about more men and more
money, and the much said about in-

creased spiritual wisdom and power.
So, I presume, our prayers should be*

mainly along the line of the increased

j

.spiritual effectiveness of the present

f
workers and Chinese Christians.”

—

» China's Millions.
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Lo Ting, China. Dr. Dickson sends
the following account of a new ven-
ture near Lo Ting: “Last spring we
opened up a book store and reading
room in front of our chapel, but there
was another place in which we want-
ed to open work, too. This is a small
city called Sz Lun, a day’s journey
west of Lo Ting. Our plan is to have
a native worker there to run a read-
ing room and dispensary; that is, he
will sell books and simple remedies,
and preach the gospel at every oppor-
tunity. He will have an assistant

who will be in the store when he goes
out to visit the neighboring villages

two or three times a week.
“The young man who has charge of

this work is called Wong Ming Shi.

He was born in Lo Ting 24 years ago,

and has had a very good Chinese edu-
cation. Shortly after the revolution

in 1911 he was appointed a court re-

porter and occupied that position for

about two years. Although he had
lived in Lo Ting most of his life, he
had never come in touch with the

gospel until a year ago last summer,
when he visited one of the Presbyter-
ian churches in Canton. He was deep-

ly impressed, and on returning to Lo
Ting shortly afterwards, came to our
chapel for more light. He spent hours
discussing the gospel with Mr. Tag-
gart and the native evangelist. As
rapidly as the light dawned on him
he made it a point to tell others, and
before he himself was baptized, he
had interested a number of others.

Mr. Taggart baptized him December
19, 1915. He never loses an oppor-

tunity to speak for Christ, and has
daily grown spiritually stronger. In

eleven months he has acquired a

knowledge of the Bible that would
put to shame the average Christian

in the home land. I can assure you he
will welcome your prayers both for

himself and for his relatives, whom
he is longing to see accept Christ.

“This work in Sz Lun has been
opened less than four weeks, but al-

ready a number of people have be-

come interested in the gospel. Two
weeks ago I went out there for a few

days. The majority of the people
had never seen a white man till my
coming created quite a stir. School
was closed for two days and the
teachers did all they could to help me
in looking after patients, and were
most courteous in every way. In two
days nearly 90 paients came for treat-
ment and about $25 worth of medi-
cine was sold. We want to open a
self-supporting station at Sz Lun. We
will depend on the sale of books and
medicine until there are enough
Christians there to bear the expenses
of opening a chapel. We hope the
store will not only become self-sup-
porting, but will be able to make
enough money to open other gospel
dispensaries in other portions of this
district. It is a new plan, and we ask
that you may pray that we may be
guided in developing it in a way that
will bring the greatest results to the
Kingdom.

“Just as I was leaving Sz Lun to
return here one of the school teach-
ers asked me to pray for him that he
might have the Holy Spirit to guide
him into what is truth, and a number
of others were very much interested
and were asked questions about the
doctrine. A few minutes ago I re-

ceived a letter from Mr. Wong saying
that this school teacher had definite-

ly decided for Christ, and we pray
that he may become a leader in this

city of Sz Lun in bringing many more
into the Kingdom.

“I feel certain that if we can have
your most earnest prayers that you
will hear results from this work in

the near future.”

Good material became at the last so

plentiful that we have added four
pages to the News department. This
may make an error on the page in-

dex on the cover, but the readers will

appreciate the excellent news letters,

we are sure, and will not forget that

this is a free gift of four pages to our
subscribers. We gladly present them
to you, although paper and composi-
tion grow more costly day by day.
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WOMEN’S DEPARTMENT
Edited by Mrs. J. S. Martin and Mrs. T. H. Acheson

WORLD MISSIONS AND WORLD
PEACE

Chapter VI.

1. How long was the Church true to

the doctrine of peace?
2. What brought about the change

of spirit?

3. When was new activity brought
about, and by what?

4. What movement took place in the
sixteenth century?

5. When did legal penalties take the
place of personal revenge?

6. How was war looked upon in Eng-
land in the seventh and eighth
centuries ?

7. In France in the tenth and elev-

enth?
8. What was the Truce of God?
9. The Royal Truce.

10. What change in England in the
fourteenth century?

11. What stand did the Moravian and
Oxford reformers take, and
when?

12. Who abolished trial by battle?

13. Who was the most famous advo-
cate of peace in the sixteenth
century ?

14. Who were the Quakers, and what
were their teaching?

15. What was the testimony of the
Indians in regard to Penn?

16. When was the first Peace Society,

where and by whom?
17. What conference called by the

Czar of Russia, and when?
18. What was its result?

19. When was the second Hague Con-
ference, and what were its re-

sults ?

20. What was its weak point?

21. Name some other important or-

ganizations.

22. Has any formal attempt been
made by any Christian church ?

23.

What is the story of the Christ
of the Andes ?

25. What move was made by Judge
Brewer?

26. What was the Church Peace
Union?

27. What broke it up ?

28. What effect on missions in Italy?

29. Give the testimony of a German
soldier.

30. Give the alignment of the forces

in the present war.
31. Can this recommend Christianity

to heathen and unbelievers?

32. Is there ground for despair?
33. What is the chief obstacle to peace

and missions?
34. What is Christ’s law?
35. Should all the heroism be expected

of missionaries?
36. What of co-operation?
37. What was the weak place in the

Continuation Committee of the

Edinburgh Convention?
38. What is the Moslem menace?
39. Is it possible for one member to

suffer without affecting oth-

ers?
40. What ground in America is yet

unoccupied ?

41. In Asia?
42. In Africa?

N. B.—In studying this lesson take

up No. 12 before 10, and 10 before 11;
thus 12, 11, 10; also 23 before 22.

Mary E. Metheny.

JUNIOR DEPARTMENT

SOLDIERS OF THE PRINCE

Chapter IV.

Famous Soldiers of the Prince^
of Long Ago.

Dear Boys and Girls.

Last month we learned that to be
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a soldier meant much more than wear-
ing a uniform and carrying a gun.
This month we are going to study the
lives of some of the world-famous sol-

diers of the Prince—men who never
wore a uniform; men who tried to

save lives, not destroy them
;
yet whose

names still live in the hearts of men,
though they themselves have long
been dead.

We have quite a list given here

—

Paul, Augustine, Boniface and many
others. These men went everywhere
preaching the Gospel of Christ, trying
to win the world for him. They en-
dured hardships, such as shipwrecks,
beatings, stoning and imprisonment.
Nevertheless, they were not afraid
and succeeded in winning many for
Christ.

It would be impossible to tell of all

the famous soldiers of long ago who
fought under this great captain of
ours—but I want to speak of some in

whom we as Covenanters should be
specially interested.

A long time ago men were not al-

lowed to worship God in the way they
thought right but were told to wor-
ship as the King commanded. Instead
of praying to God themselves they
were given a book of prayers and told

to read them. If they did not believe
this to be right but contrary to God's
word and refused to obey them they
were hunted down like wild beasts,

shot, imprisoned, tortured and be-

headed. Even these things did not
keep many men and women

; yes, and
boys and girls, too, from saying: “We
will do as our Lord Jesus Christ would
have us to do, and worship him as he
has commanded." For many long
years the struggle for religious lib-

erty went on, until at last these
famous soldiers of the Prince won
the victory. Today you may go to

church in peace and safety, because
your forefathers were faithful and
not afraid to die in the cause of right.

Ask your fathers and mothers
about Richard Cameron, Alexander
Henderson, James Renwick and all

the other wonderful men who started
the Covenanter Church. Learn the
price they paid laying the foundation
stones in their own blood—and you
will be proud to belong to a church
with such a history. “Be ye faithful
unto death and I will give you a crown
of life."

I have said that even the girls were
faithful. There was one young girl

named Margaret Wilson who believed
but her father and mother did not.

So she and her younger brother and
sister had to leave home and wander
alone through the country. No one
dared to give them food and shelter

for fear of the soldiers. Then, one
day, they ventured into a village, were
captured, and put into prison. The
younger sister, Agnes, was finally

freed through her fathers' efforts, but
Margaret was condemned to die. One
beautiful day in May, 1685, she and
an older woman were taken down to

the seashore. There on the sand were
two big stakes driven in—one out near
the water and the other in nearer the
shore. The older woman, Margaret
McLachlan, was tied to the stake

farthest out; Margaret Wilson to the

other. A great crowd of soldiers and
people were gathered on the shore to

see. When the tide began to come in,

Margaret Wilson could see it creep-

ing up the shore higher and higher.

Now it touched Margaret McLach-
lan's feet, her knees; up, up it crept

till it reached her face, and now it is

over her head. The soldiers thought
Margaret Wilson would be afraid

when she saw the older woman die,

but she was not. She felt that Christ,

himself, was with her, and as the

water rose she sang, I think it must
have been the Twenty-third Psalm

:

“Yea, though I walk in death’s dark
vale,

Yet will Lfear none ill;

For thou art with me ;
and thy rod

And staff me comfort still."

Still the waters crept up, up, up till

they reached her lips and she could
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sing no more. Soon her spirit went
home to God, where there would be no
more trouble or trial.

Today, God is not asking his sol-

diers to endure such great hardships.
We should not forget, though, that
other soldiers of long ago have been
willing to die for his sake, and surely
we should be willing to live for his

sake.

Mary A. McWilliams.

The L. M. S., of New Castle Con-
gregation, meets on the first Friday of

each month. The church parlors are
headquarters for the same. We usu-
ally hold four social, or all-day, meet-
ings during the year in the homes of
the members. These are very enjoy-
able periods, promoting sociability

with one another. We employ our
time piecing quilts, quilting or sew-
ing.

We contemplate taking up the study
of “World Missions and World Peace”
in 1917. We have a committee ap-

pointed each month to visit sick and
shut-ins, and look after any needy
ones.

Our Society has become deeply in-

terested in our home Syrian Mission
work. We hear the Master’s voice

speaking to us, “Inasmuch as ye did it

to one of the least of these my breth-

ren, ye did it unto me.” As a means
of pushing forward this work we have
appointed Mrs. M. S. Gibson to super-

intend the Industrial Department at

the Mission, and each lady of the Mis-
sionary Society to take her place and
assist in this work.

Miss Elma French has been at the

head of this work here for over a year,

and with the blessing of the Master
upon it, we feel we can accomplish
great things for Him.

Mrs. O. C. Orr,
President New Castle, Pa., L. M. S.

The Ladies’ Missionary Society of

Youngstown Congregation enjoys the

distinction of having nearly every

female member of the congregation a
member, with two or three exceptions.
We meet the first Thursday of each
month at the different homes. It is

the duty of the Program Committee,
which is appointed each year, to have
programs printed, at the expense of
the society, in which they select sub-
jects for consideration and appoint
leaders for each meeting, also a sub-
ject for special prayer, in which every
one takes part. Immediately follow-
ing these exercises we have our busi-
ness meeting.

The Work Committee plans our sew-
ing for our regular All-day sewing,
which is held on the third Thursday
of each month. Each one is accom-
panied by her lunch-box and thus
work and pleasure are intermingled.
A box of clothing is to be sent soon
to the Jewish Mission. We have made
and sold a number of clothes-pin
aprons, quilted and sold seven quilts

and are now quilting a more elaborate
one to be sold before the holidays.

Our fiscal year closes with an open
meeting, and special program in

April, held at the church, where an
opportunity is given each one to con-

tribute a free-will offering.

Mrs. J. M. Johnston.

The readers of Women’s Depart-
ment will observe that a number of

missionary societies have written

short articles, telling what their socie-

ties are doing or planning to do.

Doubtless many helpful suggestions

have been received by other societies.

We would like to hear from every

society in the church. Perhaps you
have a problem for which some one
else could give a solution. Write and
tell what it is. It may be you have
the solution to a problem you know
.exists everywhere. Let us have it.

The Editors would like to make at.

least one page of our space a real

“Workers’ Exchange.” We cannot do

it without your help. Have you
written us yet?
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When giving local reports at Pres-
byterial meetings, would it not be a
good plan to tell not only how many
members you have, but what propor-
tion of the women of your congrega-
tion are members of the Missionary
Society? Our aim should be “every
woman a member of the Missionary
Society/’ An honorary list could be
kept for those who could not be active
members. Surely all are interested in

missionary work.

STAFFORD, KANSAS
The Mission Band, of Stafford,

Kansas, Congregation reports a mem-
bership of seventeen. The past year
meetings have been held on Sabbath
evenings.
The exercises have consisted of

singing, prayer and stories from the
first five books of the Bible. Hurl-
but’s “Story of the Bible” has been
used as a guide in this work. The
graded Bible verses have been used
for memory work. One is in Grade
III, eleven in Grade II, and the rest in

Grade I.

Mission study has been kept up at

these meetings. “Children of China,”
“Around the World With Jack and
Janet,” “Lives of Livingstone and
Paton” have been read by the leader.

“Soldiers of the Prince” will be stud-

ied next. Five socials, one picnic, and
three business meetings have been
held. One afternoon was spent in

making scrap books, with other ar-

ticles, to be sent to China. The chil-

dren gave a program and a social for

their parents at the church.
The Sunshine Committee has sent

flowers and Scripture texts in the

form of powders to the sick.

Sabbath School cards were collected

and given to a missionary from India.

A roll of papers were sent to the mis-

sions in Chicago. The thank-offering

amounted to $6.52. Other contribu-

tions $6.65.

The leader for 1917 is Mrs. J. H.
Logan.
The W. M. S., of Stafford, Kansas,

has an enrollment of twenty-one mem-

bers. Two were received last year.
The society is studying “Fifty

Years of Mission Work in Syria.” The
information gained from this study is

new to all of us because of our not
having been reared in the Covenanter «

Church. We have Work, Sunshine,
Program and Membership Commit-
tees. The Work Committee has plan-
ned work for the society one day out
of each month, at which sewing and
quilting had been done, from which
six dollars has been realized.

Three of our foreign missionaries
have visited us within the last year.
These visits have renewed our interest
both in the workers and in the field in
which they are laboring.
We enjoyed the stay of Miss Brown-

lee in our midst, and are especially
interested in her because this is her
native neighborhood. She interested
the children very much, and in our
Junior meetings they never forget to
remember her in their prayers.

DR. HORTON ON PRAYER
Owing to an unfortunate throat af-

fection, Dr. Horton, of Hampstead,
was unable to fulfil a promise to ad-
dress a “Spiritual Advance” meeting
at Quex-road Wesleyan Church, Kil-

burn, last Thursday. He sent a mes-
sage to the gathering which was
greatly appreciated : “Perhaps I may
suggest one thought to the brethren,”
he wrote, “which has come to me with
force lately. The test offered us in

prayer is that there is no sign, no
voice, no response; we plead with an
Unseen Friend, Who gives no imme-
diate assurance that He hears. And
yet, if we have faith to be quite sure
that He does hear, quite sure that He
is able and willing to answer, quite

sure therefore that what we ask is

potentially done, unfolding events in

the advance of time reveal to us that

our prayer was heard and answered.
Not understanding this condition of

real prayer, we are apt to get dis-

heartened, and to give up everything

but formal prayers, which are abso-

lutely valueless.”—British Weekly.
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Latakia, Syria. Tak Hing Chau, West River,

_ r _ _ „ _ South China.
Rev. Jas. S. Stewart, D. D „ . T ^ ^
Mrs. J. S. Stewart Rev - A. L Robb, D. D
Rev. Samual Edgar, )

Mrs. A. I. Robb
Mrs. Samuel Edgar

j

on lurlou»n -
• rev . j k. Robb,

L1!' F
AmraLD'’

\
on furlough .... Mrs. J . K. Robb on furlough

Siss Maggie B Edgar *EV - J
t

ulius A- Kempf

Miss M. Florence Mearns, on fur’gh ^RS - Julius A. Kempf
Rev. William M. Robb

Mersine, Asia Minor. Mrs.WilliAxM M. Robb

Rev. Robt. E. Willson, ) . h
J- M - Wricht, M. D

Mrs. Robt. E. Willson \
on fur gh Mrs. J. M. Wright.

Rev. Andrew J. McFarland. Miss Kate McBurney M D ...

.

Mrs. Andrew J. McFarland Miss Ida M. Scott, M. D., on furlough

•John Peoples M D Miss Annie J. Robinson, I without sair y

MRS. JOHN PEOPLES MISS MARY R ADAMS
Mr. J. French Carithers Miss RosE A - Huston, on furlough . .

.

Miss EVADNA M. STERRETT Miss Nelle A. Brownlee, Union Lan

-

Miss F. ELMA French, on furlough .
guage School

,
Canton S. China.

Lo Ting
,
via Canton ,

South China.
Larnaca, Cyprus. Rev . d Taggart ) on furlough

Rev. Walter McCarroll Mrs. D. R. Taggart
( without salary

Mrs. Walter McCarroll Miss Ella Margaret Stewart
?«ARLES^‘ Stewart Miss Jennie M. Dean

Mr. W ilbur Weir
R£V _ Ernest a Mitchell

Nicosia, Cyfrrus. Mrs. Ernest C. Mitchell

Calvin McCarroll, M. D E. J. M. Dickson, M. D
Mrs. Calvin McCarroll Mrs. E. J. M. Dickson

HOME MISSIONARIES OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 1916

Indian Mission. Southern Mission.
Apache ,

Okla.

Rev. W. W. Carithers, D. D., Superintend-
ent

Rev. Owen F. Thompson
Miss Mary McFarland
Miss Minta Allen
Miss Inez Wicherham
Miss Lena Blackwood
Miss Ellen Wilson
Miss Fay Taylor
Mr. Moyer Williams
Mr. Clay Williams

Mission of the Covenant, 800 South 5th St.,

Philadelphia, Pa.

Miss Annie Forsyth,

Miss Emma M. McFarland
Volunteer Workers.

Miss Mary Grey
Miss Mazie Steele
Miss Anna Thompson
Miss Mary Pfiel Adams
Miss Eunice Flagg
Miss Ruth McCandless
Dr. Robert C. Duncan

Selma
,
Ala.

Rev. George A. Edgar, D. D., Superintend-
ent, Knox Academy

Miss Margaret Martin, Principal of High
School

Miss Ella M. Hays, Grammar School
Miss Elvira Sims
Miss Ella Frazier
Miss Ella Thompson
Mrs. M. I. Robb
Mrs. G. M. Sims
Mrs. Ellen Senegal
Miss M. E. Fowler, Sup’t Girls' Industrial
Department

Miss Ora B. Shelton, Assistant Girls' In-

dustrial Department
Miss Anna Sims
Miss Mary Wilson
Mrs. P. C. Ashurst, Music
Miss Sophie Kingston, East Selma
Miss Laura Mae Kingston, East Selma
Miss Gussie Ware, Valley Creek
Mrs. L. Kynett, Pleasant Grove
Prof. W. M. Bottoms, Sup’t Boys' Indus-

trial Department
Mrs. S. A. Parker
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